
Our goal is to contribute to the 
development of a predictive 
framework which explains why some 
wildlife species are threatened by 
anthropogenic change whereas others 
persist or even thrive in modified, 
degenerated or novel habitats.
Based on this predictive framework, 
we aim to design appropriate concepts 
and methods for conservation 
interventions suitable for improving the 
adaptability of  threatened wildlife.

Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research (IZW)
in the Forschungsverbund Berlin e.V.
Alfred-Kowalke-Straße 17
10315 Berlin
Germany

Tel:  0049 (0) 30 5168 0
Fax:  0049 (0) 30 5126 104
Email:  direktor@izw-berlin.de

Mission
Evolutionary wildlife research 
for conservation

Vision
Understanding and improving 

adaptability

www.izw-berlin.de (in English)

Interested in IZW?

If you are interested in our institute, you are very 
welcome to visit our public events. We offer diverse 
opportunities to join us, in terms of work placements, 
student theses, federal volunteer services or the “vo-
luntary ecological year”. We are also pleased to pro-
vide scientific information to authorities, policy makers 
and the media. 

Contact: seet@izw-berlin.de
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IZW on YouTube

Leibniz Institute for
Zoo and Wildlife Research
I N  T H E  F O R S C H U N G S V E R B U N D  B E R L I N  E . V.
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Our Research Foci

Evolutionary Adaptations

Our goal is to understand the mechanisms that under-

lie evolutionary adaptations, and to identify the factors 

influencing the ability of species to adjust to environ-

mental change. These insights form the basis for de-

veloping suitable concepts and methods to increase the 

resistance and resilience of wildlife populations and 

species to anthropogenic global change.

Citizen Science

Citizen Science is the participation of stakeholders 

and the wider public in scientific projects. Citizen 

Science projects present a promising way to foster 

the communication between our scientists and soci-

ety and receive input from members of the general 

public to the design of our research projects. Partici-

pants receive access to state-of-the-art knowledge in 

wildlife research and participate in exciting research 

projects. Currently the IZW runs two Citizen Sci ence 

pilot projects focusing on the occurrence of wild 

boars and hedgehogs in Berlin and their adaptations 

to living in urban areas, and stakeholder-participa-

ting research projects in Brandenburg, Namibia and 

Tanzania.

Further information: www.portal-beee.de

Wildlife Diseases

The health status of wildlife populations may be im-

paired by pathogens and stress. The research focus 

Wildlife Diseases examines the health status and stress 

load of captive and free-ranging wildlife populations 

as well as the occurrence, progress and transmission of 

important diseases. 

Conservation

The IZW studies the risk factors which threaten wildlife 

populations and species. In collaboration with relevant 

stakeholders, we develop novel veterinary and ecologi-

cal concepts and methods to reduce threats to wildlife 

and find solutions for conflicts between wildlife and 

people.

The Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research 

(IZW) investigates the diverse life histories and suites 

of adaptations which during the course of evolution 

equipped wildlife species to survive and reproduce 

in their particular environments. We are particularly 

interested in how wild animals are affected by human 

activities. How do they persist in habitats affected by 

global change? 

We study free-ranging and captive wildlife in Germany, 

Europe and worldwide. We focus on mammal and bird 

species which pose special challenges to conservation 

or which play a key ecological role.

At the IZW researchers from biology and veterinary me-

dicine routinely work together. They combine a variety 

of research approaches and research disciplines. This 

permits the IZW to develop the scientific basis for new 

concepts and methods for the conservation of wildlife.

The IZW considers it essential to communicate re-

search findings to nature conservation organisations, 

zoological gardens, policy makers and other stake-

holders as well as the general public. In addition, the 

institute organises several international conferences 

and workshops for stakeholders and the scientific 

community every year. The IZW also provides several 

research-oriented scientific services and extensive 

scientific reference collections of international im-

portance.
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Be part of our mission!


